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March 13, 2001

01-66
For Immediate Release:
SIMMONS NAMED MISS BLACK EIU 2001

CHARLESTON - Ashonda Simmons, a junior African-American studies/mathematics
major from Chicago, recently was named Miss Black EIU 2001 at Eastern Illinois University in
Charleston.
Simmons, a 1998 graduate of Holy Trinity High School, is the daughter of Sandra
Simmons of Chicago and the mother of Jeron Starks.
LaTacia Land, a sophomore English major and daughter of Karen Land of Chicago, was
named first runner-up. She is a 1999 graduate of Morgan Park High School, Chicago.
Chyna Roundtree, a freshman psychology major from Calumet City and daughter of
Donna Roundtree of Calumet City, was named second runner-up. She is a 2000 graduate of
Thornwood High School, South Holland.
This year's pageant, with the theme, "Women of Royalty: Past and Present," featured
contestants being judged in creative expression, talent, African garment and evening gown
competitions, as well as for their response to an impromptu question.
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MISS BLACK EIU 2001

Since its inception in 1971, the Miss Black EIU Pageant has become one of Eastern's
largest cultural events, paying tribute to African-American women at EIU while instilling a sense
of pride, appreciation and cultural awareness in their heritage.
Contestants compete for scholarships, prizes and special awards, in addition to special
recognition awards. Simmons was also named Miss Ebony, for her knowledge and devotion to
her heritage, and Miss Enterprise, an award given to the contestant who raises the most money
for the pageant.
Land was named Miss Congeniality and Miss Togetherness, an award recognizing the
contestant who demonstrates the best time management skills. Roundtree received the Miss
Scholarship award as the contestant with the highest grade point average.
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